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mation than I now possess must be obtained in order to identify
him.3
Valuable as may have been the coin, jewels, sugar, hides, etc.,
which Hawkins brought home, it is possible that the information he
obtained at first hand and the conclusions at which he arrived were
even more so. Indeed, 'the better discovery5 of the worth and the
strength, or weakness, of the Spanish Indies, rather than 'marchan-
dises5, may have been the prime object of his expedition, at least in
the minds of some of its promoters.
While Hawkins traded, his lesser vessels reconnoitred2 harbours
of little immediate interest and demanded news of the inhabitants.
The governor of Puerto Rico, who may have known more of the
English and their conversation in July of 1583 than he thought it
advisable to confess, believed3 that they \vere selecting a site for a
permanent settlement. It would be exceptionally illuminating to
know whether or not from Puerto Rico William Hawkins returned
to England by way of the Atlantic seaboard of the North American
continent, as John Hawkins had in 1565, perhaps as he passed along
making a proper reconnaissance of coasts then indefinitely designated
as La Florida, Jacan, Norumbega, the New Found Land or Cod-
fisheries (los Bacalaos). In any event, the serious attention of the
English seems after 1585 to have fixed definitely upon North America,
to which various voyages of exploration had already been made.
In 1578 a Portuguese domiciled in England, Simon Fernandez
(also known as Fernando or Ferdinando), was master of the Falcon,
commanded by Walter Raleigh, in Sir Humphrey Gilbert's first
expedition, which made for the West Indies in the following May.4
In 1580 he sailed from Dartmouth with one small vessel, returning
in three or four months.5 In Document No. 39 post reference is
made to one or other of these voyages concerning which little is
known. In this document, either intentionally or unintentionally,
the Portuguese Ferdinando's reconnaissance is confused with the
voyage undertaken in 1584 by Captains Philip Amadas and Barlow.6
1 Cf. A. de /., 87-4-7, Santo Domingo 2681, for mention (in July, 1584) that in
1583 'two vessels were [off the south coast of Cuba] .. . and carried away over ten
thousand hides. They left more than a hundred negroes and proceeded to Cape
San Anton, where they took in water and departed,'
2 Document No. i post.           3 Ibid.
4 Quinn, Gilbert, i, pp. 198, Q11, 236-7.           5 Quinn, Gilbert, n, pp. 282,309.
8 The first voyage made to the coasts of America . . , called Virginia, in Principal Naviga-
tions (Glasgow, 1904)5 viii, pp. 297-310. 'Immediately upon the issue of his charter
[1584, for discovery], Ralegh... sent out... two barks to spy out the new country
and prepare the way for a larger enterprise later. Philip Amadas, of that Plymouth